
 

  

St Swithin Street Newsletter – October 2021   
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to everyone who has joined us since our last newsletter. We have already had another busy 

term, with lots of learning and fun ahead of us.  

 

Staffing  

We have employed a new member of staff in our pre-school room, Jemma Brodie. Jemma will be 

working Monday 8:30am to 12:30pm, and Tuesday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm. Jemma has experience 

from working in social work.  

 

Laura Nicholson is now doing Rachel Lorimer’s hours, and joins us from Victoria Street where she has 

been working relief over the summer. Laura is already proving to be a big success with the children. 

We are delighted that Rachel will be staying on as a relief member of staff. The children really love 

having Rachel in the rooms.  

 

Lucie Chalmers (0-2 Room) has now started her maternity leave. She is due baby number 2 at the end 

of November and we will be very excited to hear the exciting news soon! Andrena Barnes will be 

covering Lucie’s maternity cover. Andrena has a wealth of experience from being a mum to four and a 

granny to five. She has previous experience running a play group setting. 

 

I will be finishing up for my maternity leave on Friday 29th October to have baby number two, also 

due at the end of November, with Claire Drennan returning to cover my maternity leave. For those of 

you who do not know Claire, she is Operations Director, and Manager of our Victoria Street nursery. 

Previously, Claire worked at St Swithin Street for 3 years, so she is very familiar with many of the 

staff, and our families as well.  

 

Staff Training  

Emma is continuing to study her BA in Childhood Practice and Karina is currently studying for her MA 

in Childhood Practice at Dundee University.  

 

Charity 

We are continuing to support ‘Charlie House’ up until the end of this year, and we welcome any final 

donations through our Just Giving page. The Charlie House vision is that all babies, children & young 

people with life-limiting conditions in the North East of Scotland receive the necessary support they 

require from the very start of their life journey. Check out the charity we are supporting at 

https://www.charliehouse.org.uk/   

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/summers-

nurseries?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=summers-

nurseries?utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=b64536adab3b4808ac8ab585c679cfa6  
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Weather  

Here comes autumn! It is important that your child is provided with clothing appropriate for all 

weathers. We would appreciate a wet suit, wellies, hat, scarf and gloves for each child to ensure we 

can access the garden in all weather.  

 

As the colder months come in, it is important to remember that our windows will remain open during 

the day to ensure sufficient ventilation, so please ensure your child is dressed appropriately as the 

rooms can be a little cooler, therefore a vest and long-sleeved t-shirt/jumper would be best. We can 

easily remove items throughout the day. We will have our heating on throughout the day to ensure a 

good temperature is maintained.  

 

Parent Communication  

Parents are welcome to ask any questions regarding their child’s progress. We have been trying to 

increase the use of our Interactive Learning Diaries, so please check your child’s observations and  

add to them if you wish. This enables us to have connections between nursery and home. If you wish 

to have a chat or prefer to e mail us, we will do our best to answer any questions you may have.  

 

Fees 

Please could I remind parents that the payment date for fees changes monthly. The payment date is 

always stated on the bottom of the invoice. Please remember that vouchers and tax-free childcare 

payments may take up to 5 working days to process through your voucher account, therefore payment 

should be made in time for these to clear. We are part of the tax-free childcare scheme and parents 

are welcome to use this as a form of payment. You would pay our sister nursery Victoria Street but 

please ensure you inform myself of the reference number for your payment.  

 

Sibling Places  

Please be reminded that if you have had a baby or are expecting another, spaces should be booked in 

advance. We understand the importance of family and love to have all the little ones join us. A sibling 

discount is applied to both accounts once the sibling starts nursery.  

 

Halloween week 

We will be celebrating Halloween with a week of fun and games (starting week commencing 25th 

October), and the children will be having a small party snack each day with party games. Children are 

welcome to dress up each day or on one selected day of their choice. Get ready for lots of spooky fun 

ILD’s!   

 

Christmas 

The nursery will be closing at 6pm on Tuesday 21st December and reopening on Wednesday 5th 

January at 7:30am.  

We will be hosting lots of fun activities, with arts and craft opportunities for the children 

throughout the Christmas period. We will be sending out dates for Christmas parties and activities   

nearer the time.   

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Learning Experiences 

 

0-2 room 

 

Children really enjoyed the summer period, playing outside in the garden, with particular favourite 

activities being water and sand play. The boys and girls were given opportunities to create summer 

collages, making beach pictures using sand, participating in many other activities to follow their 

interests.  

 

Children were interested in learning about animals, creating images of their favourite animals using a 

variety of art and craft resources. Children enjoyed making dogs, cats, cows, sheep and many more, 

encouraging language and creative skills. 

 

The children in the Baby room have been focusing on ‘kind’ hands and ‘kind’ actions. They were 

supported to share, be kind to their friends and do ‘kind’ high fives when in the room, which helped 

children understand friendships and emotions. At the end of this, the staff used this interest in ‘kind 

hands’ to promote handwashing and the importance of this. The boys and girls have been using timers 

to ensure they are washing for the correct amount of time. The older children are keen to ask for   

timers, soap and water, and know most of the steps of handwashing.  

 

The Baby room have had many new children starting recently and we have been spending lots of time 

getting to know new friends, playing lots of group games, supporting the settling in process with song 

times, story times and creating sensory tins with Baby room family photos on them, which encourages 

the children to understand feelings and respect for others. 

 

The new children have been responding very well to song time and have been settling in well with 

songs. The staff have developed this interest and followed a nursery rhyme topic. Children have been 

loving having various toys and props to represent the songs and have been using them to initiate song 

time throughout the day.  

 

2-3 room  

 

The Toddler room started the term off with a Space topic, learning about the various planets, moon, 

sun and stars. The children showed enthusiasm throughout and loved using books, songs and the iPad 

to find out information. We also looked at how we can travel to space, with the children becoming 

really excited about alien rocket ships. We were able to incorporate letter recognition into this topic, 

giving children opportunities to look at what letter sound each planet started with. Children also had 

opportunities to make their own puppets, stars and telescopes.  

 

After learning about the sun, this led onto our summer topic. Children shared their summer 

experiences and how this differs to the other seasons. We discussed clothes we wear in summer and 

why we use sun cream. 

  



 

  

We discussed time and routines with the children, and they loved creating their own watches, using 

them to discuss numbers. We then extended the learning to focus on numeracy, giving the children 

opportunities to practice their counting skills and number recognition. 

 

Children were very excited reading stories about pirate boats, so a new topic began about pirates. 

The children loved creating their own pirate hats, parrots, and making large pirate collages. Some 

parental observations on the ILD were a very welcomed addition to our topic, with one of our children 

creating a telescope and pirate hat at home. The children then went on to create telescopes and hats 

at nursery with great excitement!  

 

The pirate theme led us onto other modes of transport, where we looked at buses, tractors, 

aeroplanes and helicopters etc. We discussed how we are able to travel in a boat through the water, 

and we also looked at train travel, giving children many opportunities for role play in this area, 

exploring tickets for the train, boarding a train, as well as discussing where they would like to travel 

to.  

The staff incorporated some learning about road safety within the topic and supported the children 

to learn about traffic lights, and how to stay safe when walking, and in a car. The children were then 

keen to talk about police cars, which led onto a topic about emergency services and ‘People who help 

us’ 

 

The children are currently learning about senses and this is proving very popular with all children. 

They have discussed what they can smell, feel, hear and taste, and they have been using their sense 

of smell through the use of sensory bags.  

  

 

3-5 room 

 

The pre-school children enjoyed their summer topic. They learnt about the beach, looking at the 

animals they might see at the beach, such as crabs, jelly fish, and we spoke with the children about 

how to stay safe whilst at the beach. The children played in the sand tray and created their own 

sandcastles, adding a variety of materials to make each one unique. We also discussed the weather 

and how to stay safe in the sun with sun cream, hats and clothing.  

 

The children moved onto focus on shape recognition. Their learning was supported through the use of 

games and various activities, and the children particularly enjoyed some group activities set up to 

identify shapes in the room that are used every day.  

 

After shapes, we then looked at different shaped mini beasts, learning about spiders, bumblebees 

and butterflies. There was particular interest in life cycles and we looked at what each mini beast 

would need to survive. The children enjoyed participating in various art and craft opportunities to 

create their own ‘mini beasts’ and they made little houses in the garden for them to live in. The 

children also took an interest in drawing, using the internet to learn about various other animals they 

could draw, such as giraffes from their hands. 

 



 

  

Moving on from the mini beast’s life cycles, pre-school also looked at the life cycle of plants/flowers. 

The children were particularly interested in sunflowers and were excited to talk about how tall they 

can grow. They used a height chart to see how tall they were compared to sunflowers.  

 

There has been lots of focus on music and movement in the pre-school room and the children have 

been exploring different ways of how to make music and how to work together to create a musical 

band. This helped the children to develop their team skills, as well as encouraging cooperation, 

negotiation and problem-solving skills. The children participated in performances for their peers and 

staff, and made their own stage to perform.  

 

Children discussed transport, where they learned all about how we can travel, our favourite modes of 

transport, how various transport moves and how fast they can travel. The children carried out lots of 

research and found a particular interest in steam and how this is produced.  

 

Some of the responsive activities that children enjoyed included thunder and lightning experiments, 

movie days with one of our film star pupils, and school lunches/transition to school. 

 

As always, the children have been provided opportunities to participate in our ‘letter of the week’, 

‘number of the week’, story times, song times and many other group-time activities. Show and Tell on 

the ILD has been ever so popular and the children are loving having videos/ pictures from home to 

show on the class computer. Thank you very much to the parents for such a great response using the 

ILD! 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Erin Horne 

 

Nursery Manager 

stswithinstreet@summersnurseries.com        tel – 01224 209966 

www.summersnurseries.com  

 
Be sure and keep an eye on your child’s ILD to see all the topics and specified next steps.  

 

 
Important Dates for your Diary   

 

• Week of 25th October – Halloween week 

• The nursery will close at 6.00pm on Tuesday 21nd December 2021 and re-open on 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 at 7.30am 
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